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alimentary canal being, as he conceived,
primarily disordered, and the principal seat
of the affection, although he confessed that
it would be difficult to explain its nature.
Mr. LAXGSTAFF inquired of Dr. Johnson

if the disease might not be in the colon,
especially as he had mentioned that the
bowels were habitually constipated, and the
faeces passed in scybal&aelig;.

Dr. JOHNSON replied, that he had carefully
examined the whole of the colon soon after
it had been emptied, and he could never
find any marks of disease in it ; from the
emaciated condition of the patient, he thought
that if any disease had existed there, he
could have detected it.

Dr. BLAKE observed, that Dr. Johnson
had said, that he had been induced to try
the nitrate of silver in the present case,
from having seen frequent good effects pro-
duced by the same medicine in chronic dy-&deg;
sentery. He (Dr. Blake) was at a loss to
conceive how a caustic substance could do

good in chronic dysentery, that disease being
generally attended with ulceration of the
mucous membrane of the intestines. He
knew a gentleman who had put a solution
of lunar caustic to an infiamed eye, and
the disease had been aggravated. He could
recommend a better remedy for chronic

dysentery, and in the numerous cases of
that disease he had seen in the Baltic and
other places, he had never known it to fail ;
(infallible, it will be observed, like Dr.
Blake’s remedy for tooth-ache ;) it was a
combination of rhubarb, ipecacuanha, and
opium.
Mr. ILIFF said, that as regarded the in-

ference which Dr. Blake had drawn from a

comparative consideration of the action of
the nitrate of silver on the eye and the
bowels, he thought it must be regarded as
erroneous, as there was little or no analogy
in the two cases. He believed that large
doses of that substance might be given with-
out producing any ill effect; he had pre-
scribed it for an epileptic patient, progres-
sively increasing the dose until he had

given ten grains daily, and was afraid to go
farther for fear of discolouring the skin.
It did no good; but it did not appear to
produce any mischief.

Dr. ROBERTS said, that the remedy men-
tioned by Dr. Blake for chronic dysentery
could not be depended on. He had fre-
quent opportunities of seeing that disease
in all its forms, and frequently in its very
worst, among the seamen, who, on coming
home from abroad, were sent into the Sea-
men’s Hospital. He had made repeated
trials with such a combination of medicine,
but without any beneficial result. He had
found a combination of calomel and opium,
the most useful remedy in that distressing
complaint.

Dr. JOHNSON begged leave to say, that
he did not mean to insinuate that the nitrate
of silver would cure chronic dysentery; he
knew to the contrary. Many cases admitted
of no cure, but much benefit might be de-
rived in many, from a very strict regula-
tion of the diet, and small doses of the
nitrate of silver. He repeated this, lest
he should be misunderstood.

After some further discussion, which had
no relation to the matter of the argument,

the Meeting broke up.

PREVALENCE OF REMITTENT
FEVER.

A Correspondent, who has lately visitedthe fenny districts of Lincolnshire and Ca-m-
bridgeshire, informs us, that fever of a re-
mittent type prevailed throughout these

parts during the last two months, to such
an extent, that scarcely a house but one or
more of its inmates have been the subject
of fever.

Notwithstanding that much has been
effected, more especially by the patriotic
efforts of the Duke of Bedford, towards

draining the fens, still there is a large tract
of country which is overflown in the winter
season, and consequently in which stagnant
waters abound. The inhabitants of these
districts are therefore subject to the ende-
mic affections peculiar to marshy countries,
and it usually happens that an autumnal
fever, more or less, prevails, which com-
mences in October and mostly assumes the
remittent type.

But, according to our Correspondent’s
statement, the disease on the Dresent occa-
sion made its appearance in the month of

August, when a long, hot, and dry summer,
which had almost desolated the face of the

country, was succeeded by slight rains. In
some cases, he observes, the disease com-
menced as a quotidian intermittent, and
after a short time, the intermissions becom-
ing less and less perceptible, the fever gra.
dually assumed the remittent form, in which
the cold stage was very slight, and the hot
protracted and severe, the remissions, or

exacerbations, being in many instances very
inconsiderable. With some patients, the
fever at first assumed a remittent type, and
ended as an intermittent.
There was no one particular organic affec-

tion attendant upon, or characteristic of,
this fever, but in its progress different or-
gans in different individuals became affected.
In some, the functions of the brain were
disturbed&mdash;in others, not at all; with many,
the liver and mucous membrane of the
stomach and bowels became the seat of
disease, hence the functions of these parts
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were deranged, and their secretions ren-
dered of an unhealthy character.
With respect to the treatment of the dis-

eases, this was, in a great measure, regu-
lated by the concomitant symptoms. In
some cases it was necessary to deplete, in
order to relieve the inflammation of some

particular organ ; but the fever, it appears,
was in general attended with so much pro-
stration of strength, that the patients could
but ill bear the loss of blood. The treat-
ment found to be most successful consisted
in the exhibition of the sulphate of quinine,
in doses of two or three grains every three
or four hours.

It would seem that the late hot weather
operated in giving to the customary febrile
affections of this part of the country, a more
than usually severe character, which fact
is in strict accordance with the opinion ex-
pressed by one of the best writers on the
subject of marsh diseases-Montfalcon. He
observes, that marshy emanations are fai
more powerful in hot climates than in cold,
and that the more intense the heat of the

atmosphere, the more rapid in their marcl
are the diseases engendered by marsh emu-
via.

HOSPITAL REPORTS.

HOSPITAL OF SURGERY,
Panton Square, St. James’s.

FUXGUS H&AElig;MATODES OF THE EYE.

A boy, aged 2 years and 8 months, applied
for advice, having a very considerable swell-
ing of his abdomen, which had commenced
six months before, and for which he had used
a variety of remedies. His urine was spar-
ing in quantity, and when cooled became
milky ; his bowels were opened two or three
times a dav, and the evacuations were dark-
coloured ; his nights were restless, with oc-
casional screams during sleep. When the
abdomen became extremelv tense he was

tapped, and nine pints of a greenish-coloured
fluid evacuated. The swelling soon re-ap-
peared ; he was tapped a second time, and
lie died in a few days afterwards.

It had been remarked, some weeks previ-
ous to his decease, that there was a peculiar
appearance in his left eye ; the bottom 01
the posterior chamber having a metallic lus-
tre, produced by a yellowish opaque body.

Appearuraces in the Abdomen.&mdash;A large bag
was found, adhering to the periton&aelig;um, and
the sac was found to be formed by the sepa-

ration and thickening of the two lamin&aelig; of
the great omentum, which were formed into
a pouch, containing a large quantity of a
puriform fluid, mixed with serum. There
was another similar cyst formed between the
two laminse of the lesser omentum, which

also contained about a pint of a similar fluid.
Dissection of the Lye Ball.&mdash;The optic nerve

of the affected eye was found to be perfectly
similar to that of the opposite side, from the
thalamus till it entered the globe. The con-
sistence or density of the sclerotica was not
perceptibly altered. The choroid coat ap-
peared rather paler than natural, and being
lacerated at one small point, during the dis-
section, a.quantity of a creamy fluid escaped.
On turning back the choroid coat, the pos-
terior chamber appeared filled with an

opaque white mass, on the anterior part of
which lay the crystalline lens. By immer-
sion in spirits the retina was rendered more
opaque than the new production, and was
found of its natural appearance, and envelop-
ing the diseased growth. The hyaloid mem-
brane also surrounded the tumour, and had
become opaque in a few points where the
diseased production was found firmly adher-
ing to it. This presented a mass consisting
of granules, or lobules, united by fine reticu-
lated membrane. It seemed to have com-
menced at the point where the optic nerve
pierces the sclerotic coat, at least it was con-
nected to that point by a small pedicle,
which was continuous with the larger mass
attached to the hyaloid membrane, the struc-
ture of the whole being perfectly identical ;
viz. small granules, about the size of a mil-
let seed, connected together by reticulated
membrane.
FUNGUS MELANODES OF THE CONJUNCTIVA

A. B., aged 40. The form of the anterior
chamber is changed, the cornea having be-
come prominent and irregular on its sur-
face, and it has lost its natural transparency,
having an appearance as if it were filled and
distended with a dark blue substance. These
changes of the anterior chamber came on
about six years ago, after an attack of puri-
form ophthalmia, and are nothing more than
the usual appearances of staphyloma. But

the peculiarity of this case consists in a

portion of the conjunctiva covering the nasal
side of the sclerorica, being converted into a
dark-coloured mass, precisely the shade of

Indian ink. The tumour is not larger than
the nail of the little finger, but of an irregu-
lar and angular shape, and flattish. It seems
to consist in a mere thickening of the con-
junctiva, which membrane is still moveable
on the sclerotic coat. It was first observed

twelve months ago, in the form of a small
.! black spot, a part of which was removed by
a surgeon, since which it has increased in


